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out at the State, local, and even indi-
vidual level. This act promotes collabo-
ration by requiring an inter-agency
working group to identify existing Fed-
eral resources and streamline them to
reduce duplication and allow grantees
to access additional services and fund-
ing streams.

States and localities have proven
their ability to save money through in-
novation while also working to pro-
mote the best interest of children and
families and the Federal government
often turns to state best practices to
improve national laws. The history of
subsidized guardianship serves as one
such example. Due to an all-time high
in the number of children in State fos-
ter care, in 1996 Illinois was granted
the authority to allow grandparents,
aunts, uncles and other adult relatives
to receive Federal foster care pay-
ments if they opened their homes per-
manently to their relative children in
foster care. Raising a child is expensive
and these modest payments gave rel-
atives the financial means to care for
their kin.

Allowing children and youth to re-
main with relatives is not only a com-
passionate way to prevent unnecessary
disruptions in a child’s life and keep
families together, it also saves money.
The Illinois demonstration proved that
children and youth did better living
with relative caregivers than they did
when they remained in foster care. In
addition, offering guardianship assist-
ance to relatives actually increased the
odds that they would be adopted. Due
to the success of kinship care in Illi-
nois and other States, the Federal gov-
ernment now realizes a cost savings by
reimbursing States for a portion of the
cost of offering guardianship assist-
ance. The Promoting Accountability
and Excellence in Child Welfare Act
would further enable such innovations
and savings while improving child well-
being.

Furthermore, the legislation directs
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to report to Congress with
recommendations on how to update
Federal foster care financing. Under
current law, eligibility for Federal fos-
ter care assistance remains tied to the
obsolete AFDC program, meaning each
year fewer children in foster care are
eligible for Federal funding. As a re-
sult, States are required to take on an
ever-increasing share of foster care fi-
nancing. This structure forces States
to compensate by drawing funds from
other programs such as Temporary As-
sistance to Needy Families, TANF, and
the Social Security Block Grant,
SSBG, to provide for children in care.

As a country, we cannot afford to let
children fall through the cracks of the
many systems that exist to serve them.
By targeting our resources, improving
collaboration, spurring innovation,
and, above all, holding ourselves ac-
countable, we can systemically serve
the best interest of at-risk children,
their families and communities, and
the Nation as a whole.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 250—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE MEMORIAL
PARK ON HERO STREET USA, IN
SILVIS, ILLINOIS, SHOULD BE
RECOGNIZED AS HERO STREET
MEMORIAL PARK AND SHOULD
CONTINUE TO BE SUPPORTED AS
A PARK BY THE TOWN OF
SILVIS AT NO COST TO UNITED
STATES TAXPAYERS

Mr. KIRK submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 250

Whereas in the small town of Silvis, Illi-
nois, there is a street that is only one and a
half blocks long;

Whereas formerly known as Second Street,
today it is officially known as Hero Street
USA;

Whereas from this short street, brave men
and women of Hispanic ancestry have served
in the United States Armed Forces;

Whereas today, young men and women
from Hero Street USA, valiantly join the
United States Armed Forces to defend the
Nation;

Whereas the memorial on Hero Street USA
is located near the intersection of Highway
84 and 2nd Street;

Whereas on the east side of Hero Street
USA, the memorial will honor the personal
sacrifice of eight young men from Hero
Street USA, who were killed in defense of
the United States, including six during
World War II, PFC Joseph H. Sandoval, PFC
Frank H. Sandoval, PFC William L.
Sandoval, Sgt. Tony Lopez Pompa, SSG
Claro Soliz, and PFC Peter Perez Masias, and
two men during the Korean War, PFC John
S. Munos and PFC Joseph Gomez;

Whereas the memorial will pay fitting
tribute to these gallant eight men who made
the ultimate and selfless sacrifice in the de-
fense of liberty, not only for their loved ones
and their country, but for people everywhere
around the world who hope to breathe free;

Whereas these eight men gave their lives
so that those of us that gather here at this
memorial park can do so free to speak and
think;

Whereas additionally, these men died so
that those who follow in their footsteps can
be secure in the knowledge that the United
States Constitution which they swore to up-
hold and defend stands firm;

Whereas the Hero Street Memorial Park
symbolizes the devotion to duty and personal
sacrifice in the cause of liberty and freedom
these eight men displayed that was instru-
mental in the triumph of the United States
and its allies during World War II and the
Korean War; and

Whereas the citizens of the United States
have a continuing obligation to educate fu-
ture generations about this small street in
Silvis, Illinois, whose sons and daughters
have given so much in the defense of liberty
of the United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the memorial park on Hero Street USA,
in Silvis, Illinois, should be recognized as
Hero Street Memorial Park and should con-
tinue to be supported as a park by the Town
of Silvis at no cost to United States tax-
payers.

Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, I rise today
in honor of the fallen soldiers from
Hero Street USA in Silvis, Illinois and
ask that the Senate recognize the me-
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morial park on Hero Street as Hero
Street Memorial Park.

In 1967, 2nd Street in Silvis, Illinois
was renamed ‘‘Hero Street USA” in
recognition of the fallen soldiers and
their families who grew up on that
street. When World War II and the Ko-
rean Wars broke out, 78 young Mexi-
can-American men, who lived on Hero
Street, bravely went to war to serve
our Nation and defend our freedoms in
battle. Six soldiers lost their lives dur-
ing World War II and two others lost
their lives during battle in the Korean
War.

Located halfway down the block on
the east side of Hero Street USA there
is a neighborhood park that was rede-
signed to honor these fallen soldiers in
1971. This memorial park honors the
story that brought these families to-
gether and brave sacrifices these men
made to defend of our freedom and to
uphold liberty and the principles of the
Constitution of the United States.

Recognizing Hero Street Memorial
Park will tell the story of these fallen
soldiers for future generations and will
honor the bravery and selfless sacrifice
of those who gave so much for their
country.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 251—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR IM-
PROVEMENT IN THE COLLEC-
TION, PROCESSING, AND CON-
SUMPTION OF RECYCLABLE MA-

TERIALS THROUGHOUT THE
UNITED STATES
Mr. CARPER (for himself, Ms.

SNOWE, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. LIEBERMAN,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BAUCUS, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. CASEY, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. TESTER, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. CoONs, and Mr. MERKLEY)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Environment and Public Works:
S. REs. 251

Whereas maximizing the recycling econ-
omy in the United States will create and sus-
tain additional well-paying jobs in the
United States, further stimulate the econ-
omy of the United States, save energy, and
conserve valuable natural resources;

Whereas recycling is an important action
that people in the United States can take to
be environmental stewards;

Whereas municipal recycling rates in the
United States steadily increased from 6.6
percent in 1970 to 28.6 percent in 2000, but
since 2000, the rate of increase has slowed
considerably;

Whereas a decline in manufacturing in the
United States has reduced both the supply of
and demand for recycled materials;

Whereas recycling allows the TUnited
States to recover the critical materials nec-
essary to sustain the recycling economy and
protect national security interests in the
United States;

Whereas recycling plays an integral role in
the sustainable management of materials
throughout the life-cycle of a product;

Whereas 46 States have laws promoting the
recycling of materials that would otherwise
be incinerated or sent to a landfill;

Whereas more than 10,000 communities in
the United States have residential recycling
and drop-off programs that collect a wide va-
riety of recyclable materials, including
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